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“IN THE ACT OF GIVING, YOU GROW,

PEOPLE GROW AND YOUR COUNTRY GROWS!

‘GIVING’ IS THE MEANS FOR GROWTH”
- Pujya Swami Dayananda Saraswati

Founder, AIM for Seva

Pujya Swami Dayananda Saraswati
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Danam, giving and sharing, is a mark of growth. Not 

giving is a mark of being stunted. Remaining a 

consumer all the time, and not becoming a contributor, 

is not the Vedic view of life. We have to be contributors. 

A person who consumes the least and contributes most 

is a mature person, for in giving lies the self-growth.

There are many ways of giving. You can give your time; 

you can lend a sympathetic ear to someone. You can 

express words of appreciation, encouragement, 

empathy and so on. Sharing your knowledge with 

someone is also caring. You can also pray for 

somebody.

It is important to understand that contribution is not only 

monetary. Converting another person from the level of a 

survivor into that of a contributor is a contribution. That 

is why it is said that among the many danams, gifts or 

contributions, vidya-danam, the gift of knowledge is 

considered to be the greatest.

Whether you directly offer vidya to another person by 

teaching a language, a discipline of science, or a skill, 

or indirectly provide a situation for such transference of 

knowledge to take place, it is a contribution. What kind 

of vidya should this be? Any vidya is good, but if you are 

able to give self-knowledge to a person, that is the 

greatest contribution. Vidya or knowledge is something 

that is very precious.

Excerpted from 

- Danam

- Living Versus Getting On
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n Does AIM for Seva's journey stop with E2E 

(Education to Employment)?

n Is our social work only about backward students 

and first generation learners?

n Is it only about the ones who score the highest 

marks, which Chatralayam or school or who gets 

placed where and more importantly, the package 

details?

As a first step in this direction, this Special Issue 

seeks to untangle the bigger impact that AIM for Seva 

has created on the ground and it moves beyond the 

student,  marks,  job etc.  Many famil ies and 

communities have been directly or indirectly 

benefitted from our 190 projects spread across 17 

states.

Namaste and greetings from AIM for Seva. As we enter 
ththe 25  year of our journey, it is a time for reflection at 

a deeper level. Some of those questions are 

enumerated below. 

Something was obviously missing in the puzzle above 

and we set to unravel the bigger missing pieces.

Dear Friends,

n With many of our Chatralayams and schools being in 

existence for over a decade now, multiple linkages 

have been established within the community like 

those with local vendors and other suppliers.

n It is not education but value-based education that 

shapes a student for life. A value-based teaching 

ensures the student gets educated and is not 

merely literate.

Some key findings are shared below:

We hope you enjoy this Collector’s Edition of Outreach. 

We look forward to your continued association and 

contribution towards our rural education projects.

Of course, we could not cover nor share the full impact 

on ground due to constraints of time (quarterly issue) 

and space (number of pages) and this is just the 

beginning.

n Our impact goes beyond the student. Even at the 

single unit level, Chatralayam, a few families are 

direct beneficiaries, like the warden, cook, security 

guard and helper.

Sheela Balaji

Chairperson and Managing Trustee

AIM for Seva

More importantly, we set out to understand the full 

context and impact of our work before we begin the 

next 25 years of service to society. In the next leg of 
thour journey, we will be AIMING for Gold (50  year of 

celebration). For that to successfully materialise, our 

seva work also has to become more mainstream. While 

rural education will continue to remain our mainstay, 

be it Chatralayams, co-educational rural residential 

schools or Sandhya Gurukulam, but the impact of our 

work has to move beyond the primary beneficiary, the 

student. Only then can we safely state that ours is a 

highly impactful model. 

Warm regards,
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SWAMI CHITPRAKASHANANDA
SARASWATI JI
Regional Coordinator 

Maharashtra West

COLLECTOR’S EDITION 2023  |  MAHARASHTRA COLLECTOR’S EDITION 2023  |  MAHARASHTRA 

PAGE  |  3

या संत उ�� �माणे परमपू� �ी �ामी दयानंद सर�ती (ऋ�षकेश �हमालय) यांनी 

समाजातील गरजू मुला-मुल�करीता "AIM FOR SEVA" या �� ची इ.स. 2000 साली 

�ापना क�न अनेक "छा�ालय" या नावाने वसतीगृहे सु� केलेली आहेत, जेथे गरजू 

�णजे �ामीण,  आ�दवासी,  अनाथ,  एक पालक आ�ण �सनी पालकां�ा मुला-

मुल�करीता हे छा�ालय�  �ां�ा उ�ल भ�व�ासाठी वरदान ठरत आहेत. जेथे न केवळ 

अ�, व�, �नवारा �मळतो पण �वशेष क�न मानवीय जीवनमू�, पूजा, मं�, सू�,�ो� 

पठण, मृदंग वादन, ह�रपाठ, �कत�न इ�ा�द सं�ार देऊन शालेय �श�णावर �वशेष भर 

�दला जातो.

ह�र:ओम

जगा�ा क�ाणा संतां�ा �वभूती ! 

देह क��वती परोपकार े।।

 

ओम नमो नारायणाय I

परम पू� �ामीज��ा प�ात �ीमती शीला बालाजी Aim for Seva Trust �ा मॅने�ज�ग 

��ी, �तः�ा सव� सुख सु�वधांचा �ाग क�न �न�ाम भावनेने पूण� वेळ देऊन सं�ेचा 

काय�भार चालवत आहेत. शीलाजी आपले हा�द�क हा�द�क अ�भनंदन. 

इ.स. 2000 पासून आजतागायत या 2३ वषा�म�े अनेक मुल-मुली पदवी पय�तचे �श�ण 

पूण� क�न नौकरी, उ�ोग ,�वसाय क�न �कुटंबाला मदत करीत आहेत. माजी ु

�व�ा�ा�ची �गती बघुन अनेक गरजू  �व�ाथ� " एम् फार सेवा छा�ालयात " �वेश घेऊ 

इ��तात . 

आपला सेवाथ�

आपण समाज आ�ण देश याचे देण� लागतो या ��ीने मी �तः माग�ा अनेक वषा�पासून 

पूण� वेळ देऊन या सं�े�ा काया�त सम�यक �णून काय� करीत आहे .

�ामी �च�काशानंद सर�ती

बेळगाव/पुणे

मा�ा सारखे अनेक रा�ातील सम�यक या काया�साठी सम�प�त आहेत. �ा सवा�चेच मी 

मनापासून अ�भनंदन करतो. समाजातील ��ेक ���ने या देश सेवा काया�त तन मन 

धनाने सहभागी �ावे अशी अपे�ा ठेवतो. या  सेवेने न��च समाधान �मळेल.
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Our flagship educational outpost is visible across the 

length and breadth of India in many last mile areas.

Located in close vicinity to a school in many far flung 

locations, the Chatralayam or free student hostel serves 

as a safe and secure boarding residence for students 

from rural India and backward regions of the country. 

There are separate hostels for boys and girls and 

students stay here for 10 months every year and go to a 

school which is located usually within walking distance.

In addition to providing access to the nearby K-12 

school, the Chatralayam eco-system ensures overall 

 WHAT IS A CHATRALAYAM?
physical, mental, emotional and spiritual wellbeing of a 

child by exposing them to regular activities and 

programmes such as daily sports and yoga, vocational 

training support, cultural activities and academic 

coaching and support.

A noteworthy feature of AIM for Seva's Chatralayam is 

that everything is provided completely free of cost  to 

the student. This includes 3 nutritious meals, school 

fees, books and stationery, clothing, sports gear and 

regular health check-up and medicines.

CHATRALAYAM PRESENCE
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A2B or East to West: Amreli to Bardhaman
K2K or North to South: Karnaprayag to Kanyakumari

Number of Villages from Where the 
Students Come from: 2,700

Meals Served Every Year: 4,109,400

Hours Spent in Shaping Our Children's
Lives Every Year: 29,131,200

Percentage of First Generation Learners: 90%

94 Chatralayams across 17 States

SWAMI VISHNUSWAROOPANANDA 
SARASWATI JI
Regional Coordinator

Maharashtra East
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पर�हत स�रस धम� नही भाई।।

पर पीडा सम नह� अधमाई।।

हमार ेपरम पू� गु�देव �ी �ामी दयानंद सर�ती जी ने �यं �ीमती शीलाबालाजी को 

AIM for Seva Trust का मेने�ज�ग चेयरमैन ��ी बनाकर यो� हाथ� म� सवा��धकार 

�दान �कये और हमारी आदरणीया �ीमती शीलाबालाजी ने अपने सभी ऐ�य� सुख� का 

�ाग करके आज वह 70 + होते �ए भी �� का काय�भार सुचा� �प से �नव�हन कर रहे ह� 

सच शीलाबालाजी आप हम सभी के अ�भनंदन क� पा� हो।

�ामी �व�ु ��पानंद सर�ती

�म�� संत गो�ामी तुलसीदास जी कहते ह� �क मनु� जीवन म� पर�हत परोपकार परसेवा 

जैसा जगत म� बड़ा कोई धम� नही होता है।।

हम भी �यं अपने गु�देव के बार बार कहने पर अपने ही आ�म म� 2014 को AIM for 

Seva  का �नशु� छा�ावास का �ारभं �कया और आज दस साल से नागपुर वधा� वाशीम 

राजनांदगांव इन चार हो�ल का संचालन काय� कर रहे ह� और एक �ूल भी शी� ही 

अ��� म� आ रहा है।।

।। हरी ॐ ।।

इसी परसेवा धम� को च�रताथ� करने के �लए हमार ेपरम पू� गु�देव �ी �ामी दयानंद 

सर�ती जी (ऋ�षकेश) ने गरीब. वं�चत वनवासी आ�दवासी समाज के ब�� के �लए AIM 

for Seva Trust क� सन 2000 मे �ापना क� और भारत वष� के कोने कोने म� �नशु� 

छा�ालय� का छा� छा�ाओ ंके �लए वसती�ह का �नमा�ण करवाया और आज वत�मान म� 

भारत वष� म� 130 से भी �ादा छा�ालय� एवं �ूल� का संचालन �� के �ारा हो रहा है।और 

प�त वष� AIM for Seva छा�ालय� से सेकड� छा� छा�ाएँ पढकर सरकारी तथा गैर 

सरकारी उ�ोग� म� बडे बडे पद पर काय�रत ह�।

�म�� अपने धम� �ंथ� म� क�लयुग म� �दन� क� सेवा ही सबसे बड़ा धम� बताया है। इस सेवा 

धम� को अ�वरत चालु रखने के �लए समाज के हर वग� के लोग� से तन मन धन अप�ण करने 

क� ज�रत है। आईये हम सभी �मलकर यह परम सेवाधम� को सफल बनाय�।।

�गट चारी पद धम� के। क�लमह एक �धान।।

जेन केन �व�ध �दने। दान कर � क�ाण।।

स�ा� दानेन यशो लभ�

भवदीय 
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AIM FOR SEVA'S 
PRESENCE IN MAHARASHTRA AIM FOR SEVA

CHATRALAYAM LOCATIONS

AIM FOR SEVA
UPCOMING EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION PROJECTS

Number of Chatralayams: 11 

Chatralayam for Boys: 10  |  Chatralayam for Girls: 1

Number of Students in Chatralayams: 352

Boys: 342  |  Girls: 10

 S.NO NAME OF CHATRALAYAM LOCATION

 5. Swami Dayananda AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys Shivane village, Maval taluk,    Pune district

 7. Swami Dayananda AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys Chikhali, Haveli taluk,    Pune district

 4. Sadanand AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys Pangari village,   Rajgurunagar taluk,   Pune district

 11. Swami Dayananda AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys Nagthana village, Washim taluk,   Washim district

 1. Kumari Deepa Devi Singh AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Girls Ronapal Post, Sawantwadi,    Sindhudurga district

 2. Dayasagar AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys Ronapal Post, Sawantwadi,   Sindhudurga district

 3. Smt. Susheela & Shri. Madhukar Rao AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys Pangari village, Rajgurunagar t  aluk, Pune district

 6. Swami Dayananda AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys Amboli village, Sawantwadi taluk, Sindhudurga district

 8. Swami Dayananda AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys Arsha Vidya Nagar,    Nagpur district

 9. Swami Dayananda AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys Dahegaon village, Wardha taluk,   Wardha district

 10. Ravi Rai Ces AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys  Ujalaiwadi Post, Karveer taluk,   Kolhapur district

 1 AIM for Seva Co-Educational School Pangari village, Rajgurunagar taluk, Pune district

 S.NO NAME OF EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION LOCATION

 2 AIM for Seva Co-Educational School Sawali village, Karanja tehsil, Wardha district
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PRESENCE IN WESTERN MAHARASHTRA REGION
4 Chatralayams for Boys spread across Chikhali, 
Rajgurunagar and Shivane Maval

Name of the Chatralayam: 

Swami Dayananda AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys

Started in: 2014

Located in: Ashram Road, Sonawane Wasti

Near Dada Maharaj Natekar School, Chikhali

Haveli taluk, Pune district, Maharashtra

Number of Students (2023-2024): 39

Located in: Shivane village & post, Maval taluk

Pune district, Maharashtra

Number of Students (2023-2024): 39

Name of the Chatralayam: 

Swami Dayananda AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys

Started in: 2010

Located in:  Pangari village, Rajgurunagar taluk 

Pune district, Maharashtra

Started in: 2010

Name of the Chatralayam:  

Smt. Susheela & Shri. Madhukar Rao AIM for Seva 

Chatralayam for Boys 

& 

Sadanand AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys

Number of Students (2023-2024): 68 (combined) 

Started in: 2015

Number of Students (2023-2024): 51

Located in: pDahegaon village & ost, Waifad Road 

Wardha taluk, Wardha district, Maharashtra

Name of the Chatralayam: 

Swami Dayananda AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys

Started in: 2019

Name of the Chatralayam: 

Swami Dayananda AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys

Located in: Nagthana village, Washim taluk

Washim district, Maharashtra

Number of Students (2023-2024): 38

Regional Coordinator: Swami Vishnuswaroopananda Saraswati ji

Name of the Chatralayam:

Swami Dayananda AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys

Located in: Old Kamptee Road, Teka Naka 

No. 4, Arsha Vidya Nagar, Nagpur district, Maharashtra

Started in: 2014

Number of Students (2023-2024): 52

PRESENCE IN EASTERN MAHARASHTRA REGION
3 Chatralayams for Boys across Nagpur, 
Wardha and Washim

Regional Coordinator: Swami Chitprakashananda Saraswati ji

COLLECTOR’S EDITION 2023  |  MAHARASHTRA COLLECTOR’S EDITION 2023  |  MAHARASHTRA 

PAGE  |  9PAGE  |  8



PRESENCE IN WESTERN MAHARASHTRA REGION
4 Chatralayams for Boys spread across Chikhali, 
Rajgurunagar and Shivane Maval

Name of the Chatralayam: 

Swami Dayananda AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys

Started in: 2014

Located in: Ashram Road, Sonawane Wasti

Near Dada Maharaj Natekar School, Chikhali

Haveli taluk, Pune district, Maharashtra

Number of Students (2023-2024): 39

Located in: Shivane village & post, Maval taluk

Pune district, Maharashtra

Number of Students (2023-2024): 39

Name of the Chatralayam: 

Swami Dayananda AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys

Started in: 2010

Located in:  Pangari village, Rajgurunagar taluk 

Pune district, Maharashtra

Started in: 2010

Name of the Chatralayam:  

Smt. Susheela & Shri. Madhukar Rao AIM for Seva 

Chatralayam for Boys 

& 

Sadanand AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys

Number of Students (2023-2024): 68 (combined) 

Started in: 2015

Number of Students (2023-2024): 51

Located in: pDahegaon village & ost, Waifad Road 

Wardha taluk, Wardha district, Maharashtra

Name of the Chatralayam: 

Swami Dayananda AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys

Started in: 2019

Name of the Chatralayam: 

Swami Dayananda AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys

Located in: Nagthana village, Washim taluk

Washim district, Maharashtra

Number of Students (2023-2024): 38

Regional Coordinator: Swami Vishnuswaroopananda Saraswati ji

Name of the Chatralayam:

Swami Dayananda AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys

Located in: Old Kamptee Road, Teka Naka 

No. 4, Arsha Vidya Nagar, Nagpur district, Maharashtra

Started in: 2014

Number of Students (2023-2024): 52

PRESENCE IN EASTERN MAHARASHTRA REGION
3 Chatralayams for Boys across Nagpur, 
Wardha and Washim

Regional Coordinator: Swami Chitprakashananda Saraswati ji

COLLECTOR’S EDITION 2023  |  MAHARASHTRA COLLECTOR’S EDITION 2023  |  MAHARASHTRA 

PAGE  |  9PAGE  |  8



A THUMBS-UP TO 

VALUE-BASED EDUCATION
AT CHIKHALI

If the cab driver outside Udaipur airport greeted you with the slogan, “Welcome to Mewar, the land of Maharana 

Pratap, the region that never bowed down to the Mughals,“ its Chatrapati Shivaji, Akhand Bharat and Warkari* 

that are important symbols down the western line in Pune.

By and large, Pune prides itself in being a Maratha bastion. That influence is clearly visible across four of our 

educational projects in the region and more importantly, the student beneficiaries themselves.

Read on to know more.
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This was followed by the establishment of the Swami Dayananda 

AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys, Chikhali, Pune in 2014. 

At the Rajgurunagar and Shivane Maval Chatralayam, the attire and 

educational pedagogy is more reflective of the Warkari Sampradaya. 

All the hostels are managed by Swami Chitprakashananda Saraswati 

ji, a senior disciple of our Founder, Pujya Swami Dayananda Saraswati.

�����This pace of social reform has amazed the local 
community with many of them coming forward and 
celebrating major festivals in the Chatralayam 
premises. In addition, they come forward to donate 
towards special meals, groceries and celebrate 
birthdays of their children along with the Chatralayam 
students,         says Acharya Sachin Kumar.

The daily chants and regular havans have helped spread the message 

of harmony, love and peace. The local community in the region is 

deeply appreciative of this e�ort and the clarity in pronunciation of 

some very tough Sanskrit verses by many students coming in from 

some of the most deprived and marginalised communities. 

(Smt. Susheela & Shri. Madhukar Rao AIM for Seva Chatralayam for 

Boys and Sadanand AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys) and Maval 

(Swami Dayananda AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys). 

Acharya Sachin Kumar has been the cultural and value educator at 

the Chikhali Chatralayam since 2017. A native of Latur, Acharya 

Sachin Kumar finds it very satisfying and fulfilling to teach our 

heritage and culture to the Gen Next from the hinterlands.

He adds emphatically, “Education plus imbibing of Vedic heritage 

holds the key. I have seen the intellect abilities of many students rise 

thanks to regular Stotra Pathan (chanting).”

TAKING PRIDE AND ROOTED TO INDIC 
CULTURE AND TRADITIONS

It’s evening time and a group of boys in 

traditional attire chant beautiful verses in 

Sanskrit that first invoke Rama and then 

Krishna and moving to precisely summarise 

the lives and times of the two great princes.

A very notable and distinguishing feature 

of the Swami Dayananda AIM for Seva  

Chatralayam for Boys, Chikhali, Pune, 

Maharashtra is its emphasis on value-

based education with students doing two 

rounds of detailed prayers everyday, once 

at the crack of dawn and the other during 

Sandhya Kal (dusk time).

AIM for Seva has a strong presence in 

western Maharashtra with four Chatralayam 

projects in Pune region. The first three 

Chatralayams for Boys started o� in the 

year 2010 in Rajgurunagar, Maharashtra 

The institution is structured as an open school with a 

12 hour timing and is a�liated to the Maharashtra State 

Board. Almost every classroom has a bulletin black 

board outside with interesting snippets of information 

neatly written in Sanskrit,  Hindi and Marathi. 

We are happy to share here that for the 39 students at 

the Chikhali Chatralayam, the school (till Class 10) is 

literally next door. Run by Dada Mohanraj Natekar Moriya 

Trust (who have leased the land to Chikhali Chatralayam), 

the Dada Maharaj Natekar Panchakoshadhirth 

Vidyalaya reinforces what is taught in the Chatralayam 

on a daily basis, value-based education.

Way back in 2000, the Chatralayam model was 

conceived as providing access to the nearest school to 

children from rural India and those from the tribal lands 

so that they didn't have to trek long distances on an 

everyday basis.

Classrooms are named after heroes from the Indian 

epics and Puranas such as Dhruv Kaksh (Class 6), 

Nachiketa  Kaksh (Class 7) and Vinayak and Narendra 

Kaksh (Class 10).

An interesting habit encouraged by the school is for all 

students to have their mother's name as their middle 

name thus validating the sacrosanct relationship 

between the mother and her child. 

The school is reflective of an art-science-Indic culture 

learning model. Students have put their learning to good 

use and have created models in competitions and won 

accolades for products such as a smart stick for a 

grandparent and blind person (the stick comes with a 

torch), a smart mop and a roaster and composter 

assembled from waste household items.

“The Chatralayam students studying in the school are 

ahead of the learning curve and they have continuously 

brought many laurels to the institution,” shares school 

principal, Sri. Gautam Ingale proudly. 

Acharya�Sachin�Kumar DUAL REINFORCEMENT 
OF THE VALUE-BASED
EDUCATION MODEL
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Aged 60, Sri. Kishan Maruti Niwade runs a small goshala in 

Chikhali and he has been regularly supplying fresh milk to 

the Chikhali Chatralayam for almost two years now. Every 

day, he sells close to 100 litres of which 2 litres is accounted 

by the Chikhali Chatralayam alone.

Starting with a few breeds, Sri. Kishan Maruti Niwade's 

goshala now has around 8 cows and 10 bu�aloes and he 

attributes this solely to the spiritual power of the Chilkhali 

Chatralayam and its residents. 

Sri. Vitthal's younger son Shyam studying in Class 9 is residing at the 

Chikhali Chatralayam and he enrolled here when he joined Class 3. “Some 

amount of financial burden is o� my shoulder now as Shyam studies at a 

free student hostel,” says Sri. Vitthal Pandurang Chaudhary cheerfully. 

Forty year old Sri. Vitthal Pandurang Chaudhary, a dairy farmer from 

Chikhali finds it tough to keep his emotions in check. 

Sri. Vitthal Pandurang Chaudhary is from Washim district. He came in 

search of a job in Chikhali in 2017 as the two acre plot of land in his 

native area is not profitable for farming as Washim is a dry area.

The conversation progresses. Sri. Vitthal Pandurang Chaudhary has 

been able to notice lot of changes for the better in his son. 

TESTIMONIALS FROM 
THE BENEFICIARIES

To add another feather to the father's cap, Shyam stood third in the recently concluded term exams in his class and 

school. 

Sri. Vitthal Pandurang Chaudhary has also become a brand ambassador and he is constantly advocating other parents 

in his circle and village to send their boys for studies and boarding at Chikhali Chatralayam.

      He has learnt lot of samaskaras and when the hostel warden informs me that Shyam is 

getting more confident by the day, that he participates in all Chatralayam activities 

enthusiastically and he is a budding Kabaddi player at school, it fills my heart up with 

pride,         confesses Sri. Vitthal Pandurang Chaudhary. 

“ “

Vitthal�Pandurang�Chaudhary

Kishan�Maruti�Niwade
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free student hostel,” says Sri. Vitthal Pandurang Chaudhary cheerfully. 

Forty year old Sri. Vitthal Pandurang Chaudhary, a dairy farmer from 
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TESTIMONIALS FROM 
THE BENEFICIARIES

To add another feather to the father's cap, Shyam stood third in the recently concluded term exams in his class and 

school. 

Sri. Vitthal Pandurang Chaudhary has also become a brand ambassador and he is constantly advocating other parents 

in his circle and village to send their boys for studies and boarding at Chikhali Chatralayam.

      He has learnt lot of samaskaras and when the hostel warden informs me that Shyam is 

getting more confident by the day, that he participates in all Chatralayam activities 

enthusiastically and he is a budding Kabaddi player at school, it fills my heart up with 

pride,         confesses Sri. Vitthal Pandurang Chaudhary. 

“ “

Vitthal�Pandurang�Chaudhary

Kishan�Maruti�Niwade
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STRONG OLD STUDENT CONNECT

Former students of Swami Chitprakashananda 

Saraswati ji bear the biggest testimony 

of AIM for Seva's flagship programme; 

Chatralayam has borne fruit in rural India.

Take the case of Sri. Somnath R. Choudhari. 

He is the manager of all the educational projects 

managed by Swami Chitprakashananda 

Saraswati ji across Maharashtra and 

Karnataka regions. He was part of the first 

batch of the Belgaum Boys Chatralayam, 

Karnataka, having joined the Chatralayam in 

2004 and completing his studies from there 

in 2010.

He had the good fortune of meeting

Pujya Swami Dayananda Saraswati in 

person during his time in the hostel. 

     Pujya Swami ji advised 
me to continue seva with the 
organisation which I am 
doing to the best of my 
abilities,      he says.

“I am only 80 years young (mentally),” 

chuckled Pujya Swamiji to the young 

Somnath. The humourous remark delivered 

Sri. Somanth  R. Choudhari too dons multiple hats from chau�euring 

Swami Chitprakashananda Saraswati ji to interacting with students, 

local visitors and donors, everything is done straight from the heart 

and towards the larger cause of educating rural India. For many 

students at the Belgaum Chatralayam, Somanth is one of their own, 

Somu dada.

His wife is a cook at the Swami Dayananda AIM for Seva Chatralayam 

for Girls, Belgaum, Karnataka and also doubles up as the caretaker in 

the absence of Swami Chitprakashananda Saraswati ji and Sri. 

Somnath.

an important message to the youngster that when it comes to doing 

heartfelt seva, age is really and truly no bar.

“ “

Similarly, another alumnus from the Pune region, Sri. Akshay 

Ankush Vetal is now an assistant project coordinator to all the 

projects managed by Swami Chitprakashananda Saraswati ji. 

Swami Chitprakashananda Saraswati's words are his command 

and he dutifully goes about doing the duties assigned to him.

He belongs to the Warkari Sampradaya and is from Jalna village in 

the Marathwada region. Sri. Akshay is currently undergoing Sanskrit 

Vyakarna classes with Swami Chitprakashananda Saraswati ji. 

“While my monthly remittance has provided the much needed 

financial stability back home more than anything else, my parents 

are happy and grateful that I have got an opportunity to do seva and 

they cherish that more due to our strong spiritual lineage,” he says. 

WARKARI AT ITS BEST 

AT RAJGURUNAGAR
Around 25 kms away from Chikhali, AIM for Seva runs two Chatralayams for Boys at Pangari 

village and post, Rajgurunagar taluk. This is a second home for 68 boys who are studying from 

Classes 5 to 10 with a majority of them attending the nearby zilla parishad school. 
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Thanks to the establishment of the two Chatralayams in Rajgurunagar 

in 2010, this region is now witness to greater construction activity with 

more homes being built in the vicinity of the 'Ashram.’

The new school is also a testimony to AIM for Seva's growing 

influence in the region and more importantly, a validation to deliver 

K-12 schooling that is rooted in with value-based education in rural 

India. On his part, Sri. Nyaneshwara Burkul is keeping his fingers 

crossed and hopes the new institution will bring in greater 

admissions.

The local community is also deeply involved with both the 

Chatralayams in Rajgurunagar. Lot of cultural programmes are held 

in the hostels with support and participation from the locals. Take 

the case of Sri. Rohan Dodmani, the grocery supplier to the 

Rajgurunagar Chatralayam. He doubled up as a Science, Maths and 

English tutor to the students during the first wave of the pandemic 

(2020). “Mine is a long standing relationship and it goes beyond the 

commercials. I continue to seek and receive valuable guidance from 

Swami ji continuously,” he declares. The monthly grocery bill of the 

two hostels tots up to Rs. 40,000 and this accounts for around 3% of 

Sri. Rohan Dodmani's monthly turnover.

Moving forward, a co-educational rural residential school will soon 

open doors in Rajgurunagar, Maharashtra. Construction activity is in 

full swing and this new institution will have a boys hostel as well as a 

girls hostel.

Post Covid, a local teacher from the region teaches computer to the 

students every day while another English teacher takes classes on 

written and spoken English for the students' everyday.

Rohan�Dodmani

        A lot more students in the region want to go to school 
now. The basic concerns of many low income parents in the 
region is now getting addressed via the Chatralayam model, 
free schooling, boarding, provision of nutritious meals and 
above all, moving beyond providing basic education and 
instilling of our ancient scriptures and upholding of 
Dharma and values in young students  is indeed very 
commendable,        summarises Sri. Rohan Dodmani.

“

“
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GLIMPSES FROM 
SHIVANE MAVAL

Surrounded by natural beauty on all the four sides and ensconced in the Western Ghats lies 

the Swami Dayananda AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys, Shivane Maval. It o�ers a picture 

perfect boarding residence for 39 students from rural India.

He is a celebrity back home in his village with many 

students wanting to join the Rajgurunagar Chatralayam 

now.

The other hostel warden couple, Sri. Nyaneshwara 

Burkul and his wife Smt. Ashwini Bhail are from nearby 

Pangari village. Before joining the Chatralayam, Sri. 

Nyaneshwara Burkul worked as a driver. The new job 

provided him greater stability and he got married. His 

wife joined him and since then, there has been no 

looking back for the two of them.

“The spiritual vibration in this place is indeed very special. 

I like to do seva and be with the kids,” confesses Sri. 

Nyaneshwara Burkul.  

“Both the warden couples are role models for our 

children. They rise up before the students and organise 

everything for the day,” states Swami Chitprakashananda 

Saraswati ji. 

It is time to meet and greet the two hostel warden couples. 

Smt. Mathura and her husband, Sri. Machindranath 

Buchude have been working with the educational 

projects managed by Swami Chitprakashananda 

Saraswati ji for over 13 years now. They are currently 

stationed at the Rajgurunagar Chatralayam.

The husband and wife duo is grateful for the stability 

that this job has provided to them including a roof over 

their heads. Hailing from Sambaji Nagar and belonging 

to the shepherd tribe, theirs was a nomadic existence 

with the animals in green pastures and meadows before 

setting foot in the Chatralayam. 

The free boarding and regular meals has enabled both of 

them to save their income which has now been invested 

in constructing a pucca house measuring 20x16 yards in 

Sambaji Nagar. “Earlier, their home was 50:50, half slab, 

half tin shed,” reveals Swami Chitprakashananda 

Saraswati ji. Seeing the success story of Smt. Mathura 

and her husband, her brother-in-law, Sri. Kailash 

Pandarinath too joined the AIM for Seva movement. He is 

currently employed as the warden in Amboli Chatralayam 

(Swami Dayananda AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys, 

Amboli, Maharashtra).
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As we depart from Pune city, a festive spirit has 

gripped the air. The roads are filled with tra�c and make 

shift stalls adorned with beautiful Ganpatis.

Sri. Akshay Ankur Vetal concurs. He joined the boys 

Chatralayam at Rajgurunagar in 2014 from where he 

completed Classes 8 and 9. In 2016, he moved to the 

Shivane Maval Chatralayam for his Class 10 and staying 

and studying in the picturesque surrounds had a deep 

impact on him. 

Swami Chitprakashananda Saraswati ji sums up the 

work of AIM for Seva in the western Maharashtra region. 

“We are here to spread the message of Pujya Swamiji's 

love and compassion to the community. In that sense, 

GANPATI BAPPA MORYA. MANGALMURTI MORYA.

*Warkari: A Sampradaya within the bhakti spiritual tradition of Vaishnavite Hinduism, geographically from Maharashtra. Warkaris worship Vitthal 

(also known as Vithoba), the presiding deity of Pandharpur, regarded as a form of Krishna. Saints and Gurus of the Bhakti movement associated 

with the Warkaris include Dnyaneshwar, Namdev, Chokhamela, Eknath, and Tukaram, all of whom are accorded the title of Sant.

we are just the means between Pujya Swamiji and the 

society. While we have created some impact in the 

region, a lot more needs to be done for which all of us 

are working very hard. We would like more people to get 

connected to AIM for Seva in multiple ways as donors, 

teachers and subject instructors and value-based 

educators. The movement also provides an opportunity 

to retirees to be associated in a productive way. We still 

need to trek miles and cover unreached areas and 

uplift students and families and bring them to the 

mainstream via Chatralayams and schools,” says 

Swami Chitprakashananda Saraswati ji.

To many more new beginnings for AIM for Seva in rural 

western Maharashtra!

FROM MARATHWADA 
TO VIDARBHA

Through its Chatralayam model in the Vidarbha region (three hostels for Boys in 

Nagpur, Wardha and Washim), AIM for Seva is trying to bring about empowerment 

through education by retaining and respecting the local traditions, customs to even 

cuisine.

Farmer suicides and calls for separate statehood. For long, this has been the reportage 

from Vidarbha. But a quick tour of the region reveals its spiritual and cultural 

significance as evident from the numerous stand alone Shani and Hanuman temples, 

Ramtek (the region where Rama rested on his way back to Ayodhya) and 

Dandakarinya, the forest range where Rama, Lakshmana and Sita spent a few years 

during exile.

Let's begin the journey with Nagpur.
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In fact, the seed money for the Nagpur Chatralayam 

construction came through Swamiji's kathas and 

pravachans. This was followed by Pujya Swami 

Dayananda Saraswati's lecture series at Hotel Tuli 

International in Nagpur in 2005. There was no looking 

back after that. “Pujya Swamiji laid the first foundational 

bricks of the temple and hostel in the premises around 

the same time,” shares Swami Vishnuswaroopananda 

Saraswati ji. 

The driver of the Swami Dayananda AIM for Seva 

Chatralayam for Boys, Nagpur, Maharashtra and Ashram, 

Sri. Aakash Karya More could not agree more. He has 

seen the transformation in the region, Teka Naka, Arsha 

Vidya Nagar where the Swami Dayananda AIM for Seva 

Chatralayam for Boys, Nagpur, Maharashtra, has been 

in operation since 2014. “Crime rates have reduced 

considerably in the region, thanks to the constant 

pravachans  and kathas  (spiritual discourses) 

conducted by Swami ji on a regular basis,” says 

Sri. Aakash Karya More. He also adds that alcoholism in 

families has also showed a downtrend in the area, 

thanks to the constant spiritual intervention.

Think Nagpur and oranges come to mind. The fruity 

colour blends well with a spiritual organization like AIM 

for Seva.

Cut to the present. Every morning, the wake-up call 

for the 300 homes surrounding the Swami Dayananda 

AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys, Nagpur, 

Maharashtra, is the sound of bells and conch shells.

To ensure the kathas, pravachans, morning and 

evening aartis are heard loud and clear, Swamiji and 

his team have installed loudspeakers atop the temple 

gopuram in Nagpur Chatralayam as well as in the boys 

hostel in neighbouring Wardha, Swami Dayananda 

AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys.  

THE SOUND OF MUSIC 

For the last two years, Sri. Sumit Mahajan is a voluntary 

yoga teacher at the Chatralayam. He got introduced to 

Swami Vishnuswaroopananda Saraswati ji through his 

uncle and his yoga teaching to the students is 

completely free.

“A lot of di�erence is visible after the establishment 

of the Nagpur Chatralayam. The spiritual energy is 

greater in the region. The kids are young and are 

learning yoga quickly,” says Sri. Sumit Mahajan.

A WORD FROM
THE BENEFICIARIES 
THEMSELVESWHERE SAFFRON 

AND ORANGES ARE 
NATURAL ALLIES
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Also, seeing the spiritual education provided in the Chatralayam premises, many parents are keen to send their 

students for weekend value-education classes as well as interactions with the Chatralayam students during Saturdays 

and Sundays,” reveals Smt. Sulochana. Her husband, Sri. Ayodhya Prasad Yadav is the head cook while her sister, Smt. 

Neelu Mapude assists in cleaning and is the roti maker in the Chatralayam. “The students love her rotis,” reveals Swami 

Vishnuswaroopananda Saraswati ji.

Smt. Sulochana Bhai Yadav is the assistant cook at the 

Nagpur Chatralayam. Like Sri. Aakash Karya More, she 

too is evolving as an all-round sevak, cooking meals for 

the boys and maintaining and taking care of the temple 

requirements and children when they fall ill. 

Smt. Sulochana Bhai Yadav and her family have been 

staying at the Nagpur Chatralayam since the beginning. 

Through the central government housing and sanitation 

schemes as well as their accumulated savings, 

Smt. Sulochana and her husband have been able to build 

a modest three bedroom home for themselves in their 

hometown in Amarkantak, Madhya Pradesh, recently.

She is witness to the development in the region. “Earlier, 

last mile access to the Chatralayam and Ashram was a problem as there was no proper road and entry was through the back 

gate only. Now we have two way entry.”  

Though Sri. Aakash Karya More, earned more in his 

earlier job, a lot of money was spent on stay and food 

during outstation tours. “I also developed acidity due to 

constant eating out.” He admits he is healthier now 

thanks to consumption of Satvik food at the 

Chatralayam on a regular basis. 

      The Ashram and Chatralayam are 
an extension of my own home now. 
I have gained lot of spiritual education 
and have got an opportunity to do seva 
as well,      he adds.

For the last one and a half years, he is the driver of the 

Nagpur Chatralayam and Ashram. He also does other 

seva duties assigned to him from time to time.

SEVA IN GANDHI'S LAND

And herein lies a simple yet sustainable impact. If you step outside to the nearest dhabha or restaurant to 

savour a thali, you would be greeted with the usual naan, paneer butter masala stu�. But within the four 

walls of the Chatralayam, consumption of local cuisine and seasonal produce is encouraged all through 

the year. More importantly, this ensures continuity in the cuisine legacy with the Chatralayam students 

from the nearby villages eating meals similar to what their elders in the family have consumed for many 

years.

It’s 12 noon and you are greeted with a black tangy liquid (amti) poured in a cup and puran polis smeared in 

ghee accompanied with milk in the afternoon thali at the Wardha Chatralayam (Swami Dayananda AIM for 

Seva Chatralayam for Boys, Wardha, Maharashtra).

Even when it comes to Special Meals, the plate is bound to have a prominent regional dish celebrating the 

local flavor of the region.

Sulochana�Bhai�Yadav

Aakash�Karya�More

“ “
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It's a tough choice that has been taken by this conscientious couple and 

this becomes evident when Smt. Vaishali puts up a brave face during 

the conversation fighting back the tears as she thinks about her son 

back home.

Nevertheless, Smt. Vaishali's academic credentials are impressive too. 

She is a BA and B.Ed product from Washim and she has put that learning 

to good use by doubling up as a tutor to the students. The couple 

assiduously sends Rs. 8,000 every month back home. 

If traditional Maharashtrian food is a revelation, the people manning the 

Chatralayam shower you with pleasanter surprises.  For the husband 

and wife duo, Sri. Ravi Uttam Rao Ambhore and Smt. Vaishali Ravi 

Ambhore, the hostel warden and the head cook at the Wardha 

Chatralayam, it has been a tough decision for them to leave their son 

behind with Smt. Vaishali's parents in Washim. But the couple has a 

reason for not bringing him over at the Wardha Chatralayam.

     Most of the children here are young, in the 
8 to 16 year age bracket and in their formative 
years. They too are away from home. Both of us 
were very conscious on this front. We did not want 
to give the impression that we are favouring or 
showing partiality towards our son all the time in 
the hostel premises,      states Smt. Vaishali Ravi Ambhore.

Sri. Ravi Ambhore is more unequivocal.“For us, all the 44 boys in the 

Chatralayam are like our own boys,” he says.

This influence has spread to the neighbouring regions as 

well.  Sri. Prahalad Kushram a farmer and kirana store owner 

from Dindori in Madhya Pradesh has been able to see a 

distinct change in behavior and outlook of his two sons and 

one nephew studying in Classes 9 and 7 and residing at the 

Wardha Chatralayam. “The constant exposure to our culture 

and samaskaras coupled with modern education will 

make our children better citizens of tomorrow,” vouches

Sri. Prahalad Kushram.

So while people up north pay reverence to Gangadeshwarar, 

its Narmadeshwarar in the central provinces.

Har Har Gange (Salutations to Ganga)

Har Har Narmade (Salutations to Narmada)

Another piece of trivia is that the banana tree groove in the 

Chatralayam compound is now a preferred spot for pre and 

post wedding shots of newlyweds in the region.

“Hari Om.”  From young to old, this is the default mode of 

greeting by villagers in Dahegaon, home to the Wardha 

Chatralayam. “This is largely an aadivasi area with 60 

households in the vicinity of the Chatralayam. The morning 

and evening aarti coupled with regular puja and path has 

helped Hindu dharma and culture flourish in this tribal belt,” 

informs Sri. Vijay Kumar Payghan, assistant warden at the 

Wardha Chatralayam. Sri. Vijay Kumar Payghan is a Maharaj 

from the Warkari Sampradaya.  

“We could earn more elsewhere. But the Chatralayam 

environment is so good and the spiritual environment so 

strong that we continue to do seva at the Wardha 

Chatralayam,” chime in the Ambhore duo.

Whether journeys are by road or rail, for long, Nagpur has been 

the centre point of India. That is also reflected in the daily way 

of life, dress and food habits, the entrepreneurism of the 

north combined with a bit of conservatism from south.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
RESOLUTION AT THE
GRASSROOTS LEVEL A SPIRITUAL 

CONFLUENCE
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Odisha
2 Boys Chatralayams 

Uttar Pradesh
3 Boys Chatralayams 
1 Girls Chatralayam

Uttarakhand
2 Boys Chatralayams 
1 Girls Chatralayam
 

Haryana
1 Boys Chatralayam 

Rajasthan
2 Boys Chatralayams 

Gujarat
6 Boys Chatralayams 

1 Girls Chatralayam

Maharashtra
10 Boys Chatralayams 

1 Girls Chatralayam

Karnataka
6 Boys Chatralayams 
5 Girls Chatralayams

Kerala
1 Boys Chatralayam 

Tamil nadu
13 Boys Chatralayams  
8 Girls Chatralayams

Andhra Pradesh
9 Boys Chatralayams 
3 Girls Chatralayams

Chhattisgarh
1 Boys Chatralayam 

Bihar
1 Boys Chatralayam 

Telangana
4 Boys Chatralayams 
1 Girls Chatralayam

Haryana
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Uttar PradeshRajasthan

Gujarat

Maharashtra

Madhya Pradesh

Bihar

Chhattisgarh

Odisha

Telangana

Andhra 
Pradesh

Karnataka

Tamil Nadu

Kerala

Madhya Pradesh
8 Boys Chatralayams 
2 Girls Chatralayams

West Bengal

West Bengal
1 Boys Chatralayam 

Puducherry
1 Girls ChatralayamPuducherry

OUR REACH

MAIN ARTISTS
Sri. Jayateerth Mevundi  - Vocals

Sri. Pravin Godkhindi - Flute 

stSunday  |  21  JANUARY 2024  |  6.30 pm

ACCOMPANYING ARTISTS

Sri. Narendra L Nayak - Harmonium 

Sri. Ishaan Ghosh – Tabla

Sri. Suryakant Surve - Side Rhythm

LOCATION

PROF. RAMKRISHNA MORE NATYAGRUHA

Near Hotel Stafi, Chinchwad Gaon, Pimpri-Chinchwad, Pune-411033, Maharashtra
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Thoughtfully curated as an evocative bhakti fundraiser, this upcoming multi-city musical narrative in 

January 2024 seeks to support the education to employment dreams of hundreds of 

Krishnas and Radhas in India's interiors.

many of the compositions of popular saints and seers of India including that of

Pujya Swami Dayananda Saraswati, Founder, AIM for Seva. 

Conceptualised as a soulful musical journey that transports the listener to the divine 

realm of Lord Krishna, Hé Govind | हे गो�वद is an audio-visual treat that features �
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MAIN ARTISTS
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KAVI KULGURU KALIDASA AUDITORIUM 

Persistent Systems IT Park, Pratap Nagar, Nagpur - 440022, Maharashtra
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Join our Movement in Educating Rural India

EDUCATION (CHATRALAYAMS)

  4 Special Meals for our Children in a Chatralayam on a Donor Designated Day                                    Rs. 4,000

  1 Vidya Danam for 1 Child Rs. 15,000 Rs. 1,250
 Support by providing tuition fees, books, notebooks, stationery, uniforms, school bag and sports gear 

S.No. Donation Categories Yearly Amount Monthly Amount

  5 General Donation                                 Amount of Your Choice

  2 Annadanam for 1 Child Rs. 21,000 Rs. 1,750
 Support by providing boarding, three meals a day, health check-ups and medicine 

  3 Complete Education and Care for 1 Child
 (Options 1 and 2 combined)  Rs. 36,000 Rs. 3,000

  1  Sandhya Gurukulam Rs. 60,000 Rs. 5,000
  per centre per centre

SANDHYA GURUKULAM (EVENING TUITION CENTRE)

SWAMI DAYANANDA KRUPA HOME

  2 Special Meals for the Residents on a Donor Designated Day                      Rs. 5,000

  1 Complete Care for 1 Resident  Rs. 1,20,000 Rs. 10,000
 (Food, board, occupational therapy and life skills)

  3 General Donation            Amount of Your Choice

aimforsevaaimforseva aim4sevawww.aimforseva.in

/c/AIMforSEVAIndia aim-for-seva AIM for Seva 

‘Srinidhi’ Apartments, No. 4, Desika Road, Mylapore, Chennai-600004. Tamil Nadu
Phone: +91 44 2498 7955 / 66  |  Mobile: +91 95000 60153  |  Email: contact@aimforseva.in
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